


Gargrave Parish Council
Draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th October 2026.

Present: Claire Cadman(Chair), Martin Banks, Steve Coetzer, Chris Hoskin, Jayne Dunlop (Clerk)
Eight members of the public, Cllr Simon Myers, Sgt Sohail Tariq.

1. Chair’s opening remarks
The Chair welcomed those in attendance and announced the date of the next council coffee morning as 7th November 10am in Neville Crescent community room.
Two vacancies exist for councillors please would those interested contact the Clerk before 23rd October.

2. Apologies for absence
2.1. To receive apologies for absence and record these in the minutes.
       Apologies were received from Ian Ackroyd, Jack McKell and David Shuttleworth
2.2. To consider the approval of reasons for absence given by councillors.

The reasons given were considered and approved.
3. Declaration of interests
3.1. To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
No applications for dispensation were received.
3.2. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.
No declarations of interest were received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk144297580]To confirm the minutes of meeting held on 2nd September 2026 as a true and correct record.
Proposed by MB, seconded by CH and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2026 are a true and correct record.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk144298046]Report from invited guests
5.1 To receive a report from NYCC Cllr Simon Myers.

Cllr Myers gave an update on suggested yellow lines at Marton Road/Church Street and the bridge. The parking issue is made worse by the lack of car parks south of the river. A revised plan will be circulated and nothing will be done before public consultation.
Home school transport is being reviewed and a consultation is currently open. Cllr Myers requested shared drop off and pick up points to be part of the consultation. Parents are encouraged to respond.
Enforcement on various issues is ongoing but Cllr Myers has received no updates on progress.
SC reported that VAS data has been shared with NY Police and there may be a need to pursue traffic calming. The police may be stepping up mobile speed camera provision in the area.

6. Public participation
A resident asked if there had been any update on work on access to the railway station following councillor Taylor’s visit.  No updates have been received.
Concern was expressed by a number of residents about the illegal e-bikes in the village which have been regularly reported to police since July, with no improvement in the situation. Sgt Tariq reported on increased patrols in the area and other measures that have been taken along with a determination to deal with this.  Parents of those involved have been visited twice but this issue will be dealt with more firmly as the e-bikes have not been stopped following these interventions. Residents were urged to keep reporting incidents with date, time and place of incidents and Sgt Tariq suggested using the safer neighbourhood email to report the e-bikes SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk  Increased reporting will give the police greater intelligence and resource to deal with the problem.
It was suggested that the Clerk contact the Deputy Mayor Jo Coles,  to raise this issue and request more resource. In addition Cllr Myers offered to contact the Mayor about this.

7. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further action where necessary.
7. 1. Annual ROSPA inspection on the playground 

This has been completed and the report has arrived.  A quick review shows no high risks but there will some improvement required. SC requested the full report is emailed to all councillors. The Chair and MB agreed to look at the report again this year and create a list of tasks as was done last year. 
The weekly rota of councillors is working reasonably well and most weeks over the summer were covered. Two volunteers completed cleaning dirty equipment surfaces, so special thanks go to Joyce and Nigel Whatnough.
It was noted that some of the trees in the playground need to be trimmed as they are too close to the equipment and entrance.
7.2.  Northern Powergrid update on replacement of substation 
Church Street digging to facilitate supply to south of the river has been completed.  Connecting the cables under the river will be the last action after the system has been upgraded and all cables are in place to enable the supply to be connected.  The team hopes to be work on this over winter but no final date can be given, as work will be impacted by winter issues when teams are taken elsewhere.  
The Clerk has been unable to have a conversation with Mark from HACS, but has spoken to one of his team who has reported that the FRAP has not yet been obtained. The Clerk will contact Mark for an update next week.
YW issues, The Clerk is still trying to contact the manager from YW although now has a name and contact phone number.
7.2 (i) A wayleave document has been received to cover a slight move of stays for the pole on the Middle Green side.  This requires council assent but the wayleave itself is unchanged. Approval was given for signing the document.
7.3 Northern Powergrid social impact grant
This item requires some discussion as the original suggestion put to NP Grid has been amended for a couple of reasons.  The first suggestion was improving access to High Green via the small bridge and the stepping stones.  Work on access to the stepping stones on the Hellifield Road side was rejected by the EA which has a representative on the grants board.  After discussion with Tom NPG, Sue (grants) and MB, it was agreed to ensure all work is more than 8m from the river to avoid any need to seek permission from the EA, given the timescale of project funding.  At the update meeting, MB raised the possibility of erecting a shelter on a green to provide shelter. This was considered and approved however because this is in a conservation area, planning permission will need to be sought and the style of the structure will need to be of a sympathetic design and in keeping with the local conservation area appraisal (by Craven District Council).   The Clerk has received an outline grant application form with a new deadline of the end of November. Sue has filled in part of the form but has requested additional details on cost, size, construction, features such as seating and planning and habitat creation in the area.   The cost of planning permission will not be included in the funding.    A proposal of a shelter with costings was sent to the Clerk by SC for consideration and will be considered along with a suggested type of shelter provided by the Chair.
The council needs to consider this in more detail and it was agreed that CH, CC and the Clerk would meet on 20th October to complete the application form for approval at the November council meeting.
7.4.  Station car park 
The Clerk and then MB cleared vegetation and branches from the wall at the station car park, along the fence and at the gate. The council may need to review the level of work that is to be done and the requirements to be included in the grass cutting contract when it is put out for tender. Other work that has been mentioned to the Clerk concerns the banks of the river which have become very overgrown and block the view for parents supervising children.  
There has been no further information about the car park lease.
7.5.  ‘Christmas’ tree height reduction. 
Following the request to trim the Norway Spruce next to the war memorial, permission was refused by NYC and a TPO has been received for the tree which makes it clear that planning permission will not be granted to facilitate the lights.  The tree surgeon was requested to survey the condition of this tree, but had to cancel his appointment.  The Clerk was instructed to write to Gargrave Events Committee to update it and confirm that the tree would not be trimmed to accommodate lights.
7.6 Tree at Damside.

This tree was believed to be on Parish Council land but CH reported that it belongs to the Mason’s Arms and it is being dealt with.  He was asked to confirm and report back to the next meeting.

8.  Preparations for Remembrance Sunday
There appears to be no group organising this year’s preparations. The Clerk discussed last year’s unusually long silence with the Vicar, and timings will be reviewed. The Union Flag will be raised soon and remain flying permanently. As approved at an earlier council meeting, a new flag will be purchased to replace the current one when it becomes worn. The Clerk asked the council to consider buying the usual wreath from RBL. The purchase was proposed by MB, seconded by the Chair and approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk144298737]9.   Matters requested by councillors
No matters were raised.

10. To consider the following policies

10.1  Biodiversity Policy. The biodiversity policy was approved.
10.2  Reserves Policy. The Reserves policy was approved.
10.3  Railings Policy. The railings policy was approved with an amendment to limit the number of banners on display to two at any one time.
10. 4  Standing Orders.  The updated standing orders were proposed by the Chair, seconded by SC and approved.
10.5  Financial Regulations. The updated financial regulations were proposed by the Chair, seconded by SC and approved.
SC enquired about the parish council’s risk management policy.  The Clerk will  report back with details at the November meeting.
11.  Planning Applications
No planning applications have been received. On contacting the planners about the lack of applications, when there were three current applications on the planning portal, the Clerk discovered that there was an error in the email address which prevented the applications reaching the Clerk.  The Clerk has asked for consultation emails to be resent with extended deadlines to enable the parish council to comment.

12.  Planning Decisions: to receive and note the following planning decisions/information

No planning decisions have been received.
13.  Financial matters:
13.1 To receive and approve the schedule of cheque payments and receipts as tabled.  This was proposed by the Chair, seconded by MB and approved.

	GARGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 

	Invoice Review: 7 October 2026

	DATE
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	INCOME
	PAYMENTS

	30/09/2026
	Precept
	29000.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	03/09/2026
	Sky mobile rental
	 
	6.00

	14/09/2026
	IONOS Cloud Ltd Website
	 
	17.77

	15/09/2026
	Village Hall
	 
	216.67

	30/09/2026
	Nat West Bank Charges
	 
	3.15

	01/10/2026
	Clerk's salary September
	 
	959.43

	01/10/2026
	Sky mobile rental
	 
	6.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit
	 
	378.00

	 
	Twin Locks (GWWG)
	 
	34.00

	 
	Playsafety ROSPA play inspection 
	 
	214.80

	 
	Assured environmental services, wasps' nest removal on Middle Green.
	 
	84.00

	 
	Cowgill  turfing in playground
	 
	276.00

	 
	Defib pads for Church defibrillator
	 
	82.80

	 
	 
	 
	 

	NAT WEST: as at  30 September £63,792.03
	 
	 

	 
	29,000.00
	2,272.62


13.2 To receive the bank reconciliation for 30th September 2026.
This was checked and signed by MB.
13.3. To receive budget update and spend report April to September 2026
This was circulated and it was noted that figures for income had not been updated.
13.4 To consider formulation of an annual plan to inform budget setting. 
The Clerk suggested that the Council adopts an annual plan to be more proactive and less reactive and also to inform budget setting.  This was discussed at length but no decision was reached.
13.5 To note completion of AGAR and receipt of final certificate.
This has been received and published.

14.  Updates from working groups and committees
There are no updates but the next meeting of the River Aire Project group is scheduled for 7pm on 22rd October.
The Staffing committee will meet this Friday 6th at 7pm.
15.  To receive an update on website and email transfer to gov.uk
After removing data from the old website, The Clerk instructed IONOS to move the domain to Parish Online and use of the old URL will automatically redirect to the new web site.

16.  Correspondence received: To receive information on the following new correspondence and decide further action where necessary.
· Parking on the grass at Damside
Parking has been reported on the green area at the Damside contrary to the clearly displayed bye laws. The Clerk was instructed to write to nearby residents to remind them that parking is not permitted in that area and that any damage to the green should be reimbursed to the parish council.
· Bench maintenance request for bench at Mill Lane
A resident contacted the Clerk about a bench that requires maintenance at Mill Lane. On investigate it was discovered that the bench had been adopted by the family as there were no details of who should have been maintaining it.  It was agreed that if it is dangerous, and there is no owner then the parish council should mend it.  Some benches may need to be removed and a condition report should be conducted. The Clerk reported that she is already updating the list of benches.  This can be looked at in more detail at a future meeting.

· E-bikes in the village
An email was received from a resident raising the issue of e-bikes and the danger they are to pedestrians.  This was discussed under public participation.
· Condition of High Street Footpath
An email was received from a resident on High Street raising concerns about the condition of the footpath in front of houses 7 -19A towards the Co-op. The council noted that this is a matter for North Yorkshire Council and asked the Clerk to contact the resident advising that North Yorkshire Council should be contacted and Cllr Simon Myers informed.
· TPO  95/2026(CRA) notice received from NYC for the Norway Spruce next to the War Memorial. Any comments or objections form GPC should be sent this week.  A short extension has been given to enable the Parish Council to consider this as the original date for comments was 7th October.  The Council did not object but noted concerns about the height and possible small root ball of this tree which is located close to property, the war memorial and the road.
· NYC letter request for declaration of third-party attachments and electrical connections to North Yorkshire Council assets. This letter is being reviewed by Steve Claxton.
· Northern Powergrid Supplemental wayleave agreement to enable underground cable installation and terminal pole relocation to facilitate substation and overhead line removal.
Discussed under agenda item 7.2(i)
· Annual update from North Yorkshire Citizens Advice and Law Centre. Noted

17. To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting.

Parking on Church Street. Speed of cars on Church Street was also mentioned. SC offered to provide training in using the speed radar hand held to volunteers.  This is an issue that should be raised with Cllr Malcolm Taylor in conjunction with access to the railway.  The possibility of installing speed bumps was mentioned.
18. To confirm the date of the next meeting as Wednesday 4th November 2026.
The meeting ended at 9.20pm
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